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ABBREVIATIONS
CDC // Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

COVID-19  // coronavirus, the virus // SARS-CoV-2

BLM // Black Lives Matter

BIPOC // Black and Indigenous People of Color

POC // People of Color (non-Black)

KKK // Ku Klux Klan
 

TERMINOLOGY
This report will refer to race with the same terminology used by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. Although many Hispanic Americans prefer to be called Latino, the census 
classifies their ethnic origin as Hispanic. Hispanic can refer to any race including white. 

This report distinguishes between Hispanic Americans (which may include whites) 
and non-Hispanic whites. People of African descent from the Caribbean and South 
America can also be of Hispanic origin.  
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“WHITE SUPREMACY WON’T DIE UNTIL 

WHITE PEOPLE SEE IT AS A WHITE ISSUE THEY 

NEED TO SOLVE RATHER THAN A BLACK 

ISSUE THEY NEED TO EMPATHIZE WITH.”

Randall K. Q. Akee
CHAIR, AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL PROGRAM 
AND ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PUBLIC POLICY, UCLA
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“BLACK PEOPLE HAVE A PESSIMISM BORN 
OF EXPERIENCE WHILE WHITE PEOPLE 

HAVE FAITH IN A SYSTEM THAT HAS, 
BY AND LARGE, SERVED THEM WELL.”

Adriane Lentz Smith
EXPERT IN AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

DUKE UNIVERSITY
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On June 19, 2020, the Associated Press 
changed its influential writing style guide to 
capitalize the “b” in the term Black when 
referring to people of African descent in a 
racial, ethnic or cultural context, weighing in on 
a hotly debated issue.1  

The change conveys “an essential and shared 
sense of history, identity and community among 
people who identify as Black, including those 
in the African Diaspora and within Africa,” John 
Daniszewski, AP’s vice president of standards, 
said in an AP blog post. “The lowercase black 

B
Capitalizing the

is a color, not a person.” The AP will also capitalize Indigenous in reference to the original inhabitants 
of a place. “Our discussions on style and language consider many points, including the need to be 
inclusive and respectful in our storytelling and the evolution of language,” he wrote. “We believe this 
change serves those ends.”2 

One month later the AP announced their decision and rationale for not capitalizing the “w” in white. 
VP Daniszewski writes, “White people generally do not share the same history and culture, or the 
experience of being discriminated against because of skin color. In addition, we are a global news 
organization and in much of the world there is considerable disagreement, ambiguity and confusion 
about whom the term includes.”3   

He goes on to make an even more compelling argument, “We agree that white people’s skin color 
plays into systemic inequalities and injustices, and we want our journalism to robustly explore those 
problems. But capitalizing the term white, as is done by white supremacists, risks subtly conveying 
legitimacy to such beliefs.”4 

While this change in style mainly affects journalists, publishers and writers, it represents a massive 
historical correction that may not be recognized or fully appreciated by those not directly impacted 
by the change, or by the negative historical aspects surrounding the change. 
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“Some people say we
 got a lot of malice, 

some say it’s a lotta nerve.
But I say we won’t quit movin’ 
until we get what we deserve.

We’ve been ‘buked 
and we’ve been scorned.
We’ve been treated bad, 

talked about as sure 
as you’re born
But just as sure 

as it take two eyes 
to make a pair, huh!
Brother we can’t quit 

until we get our share.”

FROM “SAY IT LOUD, 
I’M BLACK AND I’M PROUD”

James Brown
AUGUST 1968



9

For both Black and Indigenous people whose identities have been historically shaped and diminished 
by the names they have been given by Europeans, there is a strong desire for referential accuracy as 
well as a respect for their unique histories in America.  

For example, the people who are native to the land now known as America, “discovered” by 
Europeans, were originally referred to as “Indians” due to the mistaken belief that the original 
explorers had landed in India, which was their original destination. The term “Native American” was 
adopted during the Civil Rights era in the attempt to acknowledge the fact that they were the original 
people of America. And for a time, it was considered a respectful reference. However, the term 
ultimately became unacceptable because they can’t actually be native to a country that didn’t exist 
prior to the arrival of Europeans. The term “Indigenous” is considered the respectful reference today. 
It acknowledges the fact that they are the “first people” of the land outside of the Euro-centric 
context. 

I’m Black and I’m proud!
This Euro-centric referential history is even more complex for Black Americans. During the founding 
of the country, enslaved Africans were viewed as property—considered to be only 3/5 of a person.5  
Most racial references during the period of chattel slavery, the Emancipation, Reconstruction and 
through the Jim Crow era were derogatory and often related to skin color (“Blackie” or “colored” or 
worse). 

By the early 20th century, the term “negro” (“black” in Spanish) was in general use. In the 1920s, 
Black civil rights activist, author and editor, W.E.B. DuBois waged a letter-writing campaign to get 
newspapers to capitalize Negro, saying a lowercase “n” was a sign of disrespect and racism.6 The 
New York Times took his advice in 1930, calling it an act of recognition and respect for those who’d 
spent generations in “the lower case.”

The term Negro, in turn, fell out of fashion during the Civil Rights era of the 1960s, coming to 
symbolize subservience. As the Black Power movement grew, younger people embraced the term 
“Black” as a racial identity and “Blackness” became a feeling of pride rather than an objectionable 
slur. This Black identity reflected their ancestral connection with Africa and the Diaspora and, more 
importantly, it was an act of self-identifying outside of a European-centered structure.

The term Afro-American, a precursor to African American, was popularized during the 1980s by 
Jessie Jackson as an alternative to the term “Black” in part because older Black people, along with 
many white people, were not entirely comfortable referring to, or being referred to, as Black. The 
terms Afro-American, and later, African American still represented the recognition of, and connection 
to, their African roots.

Numerous Black authors and educators began the practice of capitalizing the “B” in Black years prior 
to AP’s guideline change. 
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Why the term ‘African American’ doesn’t work anymore
Although the term African American is often used interchangeably with Black these days, it does 
not accurately reflect the entire Black population in the US. As originally coined, the term African 
American refers to the descendants of African slaves in the US. Black Caribbean and South American 
immigrants in the US do not typically identify as African American although their ancestors were 
originally from Africa and were enslaved as well. 

Additionally, with the exception of a few Caribbean nations, Black Caribbean and South American 
immigrants may actually be of Hispanic ethnicity. Because they represent a variety of cultures and 
ethnicities, Black Caribbean and Black South Americans often refer to themselves by their country 
of origin (i.e. Dominican, Cuban, Jamaican, Brazilian, etc.) and some object to being referred to as 
Black. 

Likewise, immigrants from Africa do not consider themselves to be African American primarily 
because neither they, nor their ancestors, were enslaved in the Americas. African immigrants still 
have strong ties to their native countries and are typically referred as such (i.e. Nigerian, Eritrean, 
Somali, etc.) African and Black are also acceptable references but it is important to recognize 
that Africa is a continent not a country. The continent of Africa contains 54 different countries 
representing a variety of different government structures, cultures and religions. It is a mistake to 
lump all African immigrants into a single group.
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Who is an African American? 
African American, a term preferred primarily by whites, isn’t factually representative of the actual 
Black population. The African-American reference itself isn’t accurate. Blackness in America is not 
determined simply by having been descended from enslaved Africans. In addition to African origins, 
Blackness in America is historical, it’s cultural; it includes a variety of nationalities, and transcends the 
limiting misnomer of African American. 

Two high profile examples of the misunderstanding, or misuse, of the term African American by the 
media apply to former President Barack Obama, and more recently to Vice President Kamala Harris. 
In advance of the 2008 election columnists and television pundits questioned whether the former 
president was really an African American because he was not a descendent of enslaved Africans but 
rather of a Nigerian father and white American mother. It should be noted, Barack Obama considers 
himself to be a Black man. 

The media stirred a similar debate during the 2020 election regarding Vice President Harris’ ancestry. 
Her father is from Jamaica and her mother is from India, therefore, the media questioned whether VP 
Harris is truly African American. While fully acknowledging her Indian ancestry, Harris also considers 
herself to be Black. She attended a historically Black university (Howard) and is a member of the 
oldest Black sorority in the US (Alpha Kappa Alpha).7

Although the term African American isn’t necessarily considered offensive, Black is the universal (and 
more accurate) preference of the majority of people of African ancestry. 
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With AP’s capitalization of the “B” it’s possible that white America will become more 
comfortable referring to Black people as “capital-B” Black. Since the majority of older Black 
people nowadays are Boomers they and any remaining Silent Generation are comfortable with 
being referred to, and self-identifying, as Black. While it is likely that some Black people may 
still refer to themselves as African American out of habit, the term will likely fall out of common 
usage with subsequent generations.

The editorial change at AP comes at a time when America’s longstanding ambivalence toward 
police killings, along with anti-Black behavior in general, have struck a nerve with formerly 
disengaged citizens and inspired many to act on their true (albeit racist) beliefs. The abuse and 
extra-judicial killings of Black citizens by the police, and by unauthorized civilians, are being 
recorded and broadcast on digital platforms on a daily basis. In this way, social media has 
pulled back the bandages and exposed the festering wounds of racism in real time.  

The AP’s recognition and acknowledgement of the shared “experience of being discriminated 
against because of skin color” among all Black [and Indigenous] people is actually a step 
toward healing the wounds of the past. 

LONG ROAD AHEAD

The past 12 years have shown the best of America and the worst of America.

The Black Lives Matter protests during the summer of 2020, and more recently, the attack on 
the US Capitol building on January 6, 2021, have shown that white supremacist groups still 
exist in America. Often described as militias, groups like Proud Boys, Oathkeepers, QAnon, 
and others have organized around maintaining white supremacy primarily through the open-
carry of assault weapons, overturning the government, and the insistence that America is a 
“white Christian nation.” Similar to the hooded KKK, these groups are made up of bankers, 
prosecutors, judges, police officers, veterans, teachers and government officials. Disturbingly, 
many of these individuals wield a significant amount of power over the everyday lives of Black 
people.8  

As more Americans tuned in to the issues surrounding racism that sparked the George Floyd/
Black Lives Matter protests of last summer, many gained their first awareness of the violent 
situations that Black people face in their everyday lives. Fueled by social media, several high 
profile killings of innocent Black people in 2020 by both police and vigilantes, helped non-
Black Americans witness first-hand the struggles of the Black community to bring these cases 
to justice. 

That awareness, combined with the extremely violent and abusive treatment toward peaceful 
protesters and the media at the hands of the police during the BLM protests resulted in record 
turnout of young voters in the 2020 presidential election. Between 52-55% of registered voters 
under 30 cast a ballot in 2020 compared to 42-44% in the 2016 election.9  
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The Anti-racism Movement
Sparked by the understanding that it isn’t enough to just “not be racist” but that it is important to 
fight racism, and the symbols of racism, the anti-racism movement was born. 

Anti-racism refers to a form of action against racial hatred, bias, systemic racism, 
and the oppression of marginalized groups. Anti-racism is usually structured around 
conscious efforts and deliberate actions to provide equitable opportunities for all 
people on an individual and systemic level. As a philosophy, it can be engaged with 
by acknowledging personal privileges, confronting acts and systems of racial 
discrimination, and/or working to change personal racial biases. 10

Young protesters fueled the anti-racism movement by insisting on the removal of statues, memorials, 
flags, and other public displays that glorify the Confederacy. Although initially viewed by some as 
vandalism, their destruction and defacement of several monuments directed focus to the issue and 
resulted in the removal of most Confederate honorariums from federal buildings as well as public 
spaces around the country. 

The trend of removing monuments to historical figures involved in the trans-Atlantic slave trade 
spread to Europe where supporters of the BLM movement and anti-racism also defaced and 
destroyed statues.11

“If you say, ‘I’ve got Black friends’ 
and you can’t empathize with the plight 
Blacks are going through right now, 
you don’t have Black friends. 
You know Black people”

Shannon Sharpe
FORMER NFL PLAYER

CO-HOST OF UNDISPUTED ON FOX SPORTS
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The Mistaken Belief that Racism is Over
This mistaken belief stems from several myths. One myth is that the election of a Black president 
proved that America was no longer racist. Another myth cites the success of some Black Americans 
as indicative of a better life for all Black Americans. Others deny their own racism because their 
spouse is Black, or because they have a Black friend, which proves they are not racist.

In fact, Chief Justice John Roberts of the Supreme Court used this argument as a justification for 
overturning a key provision of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. On the question of whether racial 
minorities continued to face barriers to voting:

“Our country has changed,” Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote for the majority. 
“While any racial discrimination in voting is too much, Congress must ensure that the 
legislation it passes to remedy that problem speaks to current conditions.”12 

At the time, former President Obama, whose election as the nation’s first Black president was cited 
as evidence that the law was no longer needed, said he was “deeply disappointed” by the ruling.13 

In her dissent, the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg said that the focus of the original Voting Rights 
Act had properly changed from “first-generation barriers to ballot access” to “second-generation 
barriers” like racial gerrymandering and laws requiring at-large voting in places with a sizable Black 
minority. She said the law had been effective in thwarting such efforts.14 

The law applied to nine states with a history of discrimination: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia. The provision that was overturned 
prevented the targeted states from changing voter laws without federal approval. In response, 
these states and others have instituted harsh voter ID laws, purged registered voters from the rolls, 
reduced early voting, reduced or eliminated drop boxes, and many are now changing absentee 
voter rules to limit the number of mail-in ballots.

The election of the first Black president, and now the first Black and female vice president, represent 
positive cultural changes with broad sweeping ramifications. At the same time these two significant 
events have revealed some of the most extreme and violent examples of bigotry and racism this 
country has seen in more than 50 years. 

2020
The year 2020 provided three overarching factors that heavily impacted Black Americans while 
increasing public awareness of systemic racism in the US: the COVID-19 pandemic, the Black Lives 
Matter protests, and the 2020 presidential election. 

“If you say, ‘I’ve got Black friends’ and you can’t empathize with the plight 
Blacks are going through right now, you don’t have Black friends. You know 
Black people”
~ Shannon Sharpe, former NFL player, co-host of Undisputed on Fox Sports
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COVID-19
America is in the midst of the worst pandemic in over a century. In the US, Black Americans are 
still dying of COVID-19 at higher rates than non-Hispanic whites and Hispanic Americans. It is 
undeniable that race is a factor. Dr. Anthony Fauci, one of the leading experts on infectious diseases 
said that there [are] health disparities in the Black community that need to be addressed in addition 
to the disproportionate rates of dying from COVID.15 

Because the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) originally released data by age and 
sex only, the federal government was pressured to release COVID data by race and ethnicity in order 
to “better inform a robust public health response in the Black community” and to “ensure COVID-19 
tests are not being administered or withheld in a racially discriminatory manner.”16  

It is true that Black workers are the majority of those on the front lines—first responders, transit 
employees, healthcare providers, municipal services, or EMTs. They are “essential” workers 
who have a higher degree of contact with the public and an increased possibility of infection. 
Black Americans across all socioeconomic groups are more likely to be uninsured and to live in 
communities that lack healthcare facilities. Additionally, Black Americans are more likely to have pre-
existing conditions like Type II diabetes, hypertension, OR immune-suppressing conditions like lupus 
and HIV. While these conditions do impact the prognosis for those infected with COVID, there has 
been no proof that these comorbidities increase the likelihood of contracting the virus.
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The pandemic exposed the long-denied existence of racism within America’s healthcare system that 
has impacted death rates from COVID-19 and revealed blatant examples of unfair, and even hostile 
treatment of Black patients by healthcare workers and administrators. 

Doctor Susan Moore, a Black physician in Indianapolis, died of COVID in late December after 
complaining that her physician, “repeatedly ignored her complaints that she was in excruciating 
pain, and wanted to send her home...[he] initially told her he felt uncomfortable giving her painkillers 
and made [her] feel like a drug addict.”17 Indiana University Hospital CEO, Dennis M. Murphy, later 
released a statement describing Dr. Moore as a “complex” patient and that the nursing staff “may 
have been intimidated by a knowledgeable patient” who was critiquing the care she received.18  
The backlash by medical professionals and healthcare advocates to his remarks was immediate. 
Describing the statement as “victim blaming” they are conducting an external review to address 
potential treatment bias.19  

Multiple studies have shown Black patients are less likely to receive pain medication than whites, 
or to receive lower doses. A 2016 study found that half of medical students believed falsehoods 
about Black people’s biology and many minimized Black patients’ pain levels.20 In a recent interview, 
Jacqueline Winston, president of the Suffolk County Black Nurses Association, said she has noticed 
that some white doctors are less attentive and interactive with Black patients, which can lead to late 
or incorrect diagnoses and delayed treatment.21 

“I AM NO LONGER ACCEPTING THE THINGS 
I CANNOT CHANGE. 

I AM CHANGING THE THINGS I CANNOT ACCEPT.”

Angela Y. Davis
POLITICAL ACTIVIST, 

PROFESSOR, AUTHOR
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The historical and experiential distrust of the healthcare system by Black Americans is having a 
negative impact on their willingness to be vaccinated against the coronavirus. And although vaccine 
research participants have been more diverse, Black Americans still participate in vaccine testing and 
clinical trials at lower levels compared to their share of the population.

Namandjé Bumpus, director of the Pharmacology and Molecular Sciences department at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore believes that Blacks and Latinos should be overrepresented 
in vaccine trials because, according to the CDC, they are about four times more likely to be 
hospitalized with COVID-19 and nearly three times more likely to die from it. Additionally, diversity 
in clinical trials is critical. Drugs can affect people differently, based upon their race or ethnicity, and 
those genetic differences can mean a drug that works for you doesn’t work for me at the same dose, 
or it can be more likely to be harmful, she said. “A lot of that is related to the way we [our bodies] 
process drugs and clear drugs. There is a lot of genetic variation.”22 

Black Lives Matter
Black Lives Matter (BLM) is a civil rights organization in the tradition of the nonviolent organizations 
of the 60s. Founded in July 2013 in response to the acquittal of George Zimmerman in the killing 
of Trayvon Martin, the BLM movement is a global organization “whose mission is to eradicate white 
supremacy and build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on Black communities by the state 
and [by] vigilantes.”23 BLM advocates non-violent civil disobedience, political and social actions in 
protest against incidents of police brutality and all racially motivated violence against Black people. 

The group was at the forefront of the 2020 demonstrations protesting the deaths of George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor24 at the hands of the police. Although maligned in the media and by many 
politicians as a terrorist organization, no member of BLM has been under suspicion, charged with, 
nor convicted of any violent acts or violent speech. Although many police departments cited BLM 
for causing property damage and arson during the summer, many of those arrested were not even 
aligned with the organization. In fact, the majority of those arrested were subsequently found to be 
outside agitators (some were white supremacists) who disrupted the peaceful demonstrations to 
undermine the peaceful community-driven protests or to further their own agenda.25 26 27 28    
    
Sparked by the viral video of George Floyd being suffocated by Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin, the Black Lives Matter movement gained global recognition and support—the largest level 
since its inception in 2013. The entire country was shocked and outraged at the callous behavior of 
all of the police officers and the fact that it took a long time for charges to be brought against the 
four officers involved despite the clear video evidence of their guilt.

The male violence of Floyd’s killing opened the eyes of the nation and the world. The frequency of 
extra-judicial killings of unarmed Black men and women by state and local police could no longer 
be avoided, nor could it be blamed on the victims. It revealed the fact that police officers involved 
in these killings are rarely charged for their actions, and that police departments are reluctant to 
hold the killers responsible. The video evidence was there for all to see. The Floyd killing sparked a 
global movement in support of BLM and against the killing of Black citizens by police and inspired 
protesters by the millions in major cities and small towns across the country, and around the world. 
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Many Black Americans finally felt seen, and more importantly, believed. As additional stories began 
to unfold, the prevalence and frequency of mistreatment of Black Americans by the police, and by 
white American vigilantes was laid bare.

The Impact of Social Media 
Black Americans, and the BLM movement have grown tired of “these things take time” messages or 
the expectation that they should be considerate of the “fragile feelings” of reluctant whites as the 
country begins to address systemic racism. Particularly when video proof of overtly racist behavior 
in everyday life and police violence against Black citizens is plentiful on social media and television 
every day. 

Social media has recently revealed the vast differences in the violent police response to peaceful 
BLM protesters, many of whom were Black or POC, and the lackluster response of the Capitol Police 
to deadly insurrection that recently took place at the Capitol, in which most of the participants were 
white. 

Cell phone videos have proven to be a very effective weapon against random attacks on innocent 
people by recently emboldened white supremacists. Puffed up with a false sense of authority they 
harass strangers who are not speaking English or they’re wearing a hijab, and believe that non-white 
people should submit to, and obey them without question. 

“I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro’s great stumbling 
block in the stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen’s Council-er 
or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate 
who is more devoted to “order” than to justice; 
who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace 
which is the presence of justice; who constantly says “I agree with you in the goal 
you seek, but I can’t agree with your methods of direct action;” who paternalistically 
feels he can set the timetable for another man’s freedom; who lives by the myth of 

time and who constantly advises the Negro to wait until a “more convenient season.”

Martin Luther King
APRIL 1963
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Although the videos may not change anyone’s racist beliefs, they do facilitate legal and civil 
consequences for those who unfairly intimidate or assault innocent people because of their race. 
Today, savvy social media detectives are able to identify many of the offenders within hours, 
including employment information and other details. 

The efforts of the online community have resulted in arrest, community scorn, and job loss for many 
bigoted individuals where earlier the situations would have been one’s word against another. Online 
videos have revealed offensive and violent behavior of some people to their family, friends, co-
workers, and community. 

More importantly, the videos can also protect victims of hate crimes from being wrongly accused by 
a perpetrator or harassed by a prejudiced law enforcement officer.

Global Impact of the BLM Movement
Undoubtedly the renewed awareness of anti-Black racism is driven in large part by social media—
real-time videos combined with increased access to independent information via the internet. This 
access is enhanced by the fact that many people around the globe are staying at home during 
the pandemic, which has increased their ability to access current events and research supporting 
historical information online. 

As alt-right white supremacist groups are rising in Europe and other countries, protests in solidarity 
with anti-racism and BLM have taken place all over the world. Many European protesters have also 
defaced and demolished statues of slave traders and colonizers who were, until recently, celebrated 
in their countries.

Young adults, many of them home from college due to the pandemic and unable to work during 
the lockdown, had the time to become better informed and to participate in massive protests 
supporting the Black Lives Matter movement highlighting excessive police brutality against Black 
people and demanding accountability among the officers responsible. Many of these protestors 
voted in their first presidential election in 2020.

Black Youth Use Social Media to Organize 
Black youth are more engaged with social media compared to white and Hispanic youth and are 
more likely to use it for organizing and providing information about protests or rallies. 
 
More Black respondents reported using social media to support causes, or to take action on 
important issues compared to Hispanic and white respondents, and Black users are more than twice 
as likely as white users (33% vs. 15%) to say they have recently used a hashtag related to a political 
or social issue on social media platforms.31

  
Younger Black social media users are more likely to post hashtags or to encourage others to be 
politically engaged. Recently, 55% of Black social media users ages 18 to 49 say they posted a 
picture to show support for a cause in the past month, compared with 37% of Hispanic or 36% of 
white users in the same age range. 
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Nearly half (48%) of Black social media users say they have recently posted a picture on social 
media to show their support for a cause, versus 37% of Hispanic users and 33% of white users. In 
June 2020, Black social media users (45%) were more likely than their Hispanic (33%) or white (30%) 
counterparts to say that they used social media to encourage others to take action on an important 
issue.

Social media engagement for causes or issues also varies by age. Just over half of social media users 
ages 18 to 29 (54%) say they have used these sites in the past month to look for information about 
rallies or protests happening in their area, compared with 36% of those ages 30 to 49, 26% of those 
50 to 64 and 20% of those 65 and older. Social media users under the age of 30 are also more likely 
than those 30 and older to say they have used a hashtag related to a political or social issue and 
encouraged others to take action on issues that they see as important, while there are smaller age 
gaps when it comes to posting a picture to show support for a cause. 

Among adults under the age of 50, Black users (44%) are about twice as likely as their white (22%) or 
Hispanic (23%) counterparts to say they have used a hashtag in the past month related to a political 
or social issue.

Black social media users more likely than white or Hispanic users to say they’ve 
recently encouraged others to take action.
 % of social media users who say they have ____ on social media in the past month

Note: White and Black adults include those who report being only one race and are not Hispanic. Hispanics are of any 
race. Those who did not give an answer are not shown.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 16-22, 2020.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Posted a picture to 
show their support for 
a cause

Looked for information 
about rallies or 
protests happening in 
their area

Encouraged others to 
take action on issues 
that are important to 
them

Used hashtags related 
to a political or social 
issue

Social Media Users 36 35 32 18

White 33 29 30 15

Black 48 45 45 33

Hispanic 37 46 33 22

Ages 18-29 42 54 44 34

30-49 37 36 33 19

50-64 32 26 25 10

65+ 28 20 27 8

Republican/Lean Rep 28 23 21 10

Democrat/Lean Dem 42 45 43 25
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All the Marbles—The Presidential Election
There is no doubt that the future of Black life in America hinged on the 2020 presidential election. 
The goals, ideology, and actions of the previous administration were incompatible with Black success 
or safety in the future. Whether it’s the glaring disparity of treatment and outcomes with COVID-19, 
the rapid rise of police violence against the Black community, the worsening of environmental 
hazards surrounding Black neighborhoods, voter disenfranchisement, or record high unemployment, 
a second Trump term would have been disastrous for most Black Americans.
 
Given the reality, it’s not surprising that pragmatic Black voters in South Carolina chose the 
Democratic presidential nominee. Overwhelming Black support from major cities like Atlanta, 
Detroit, and Philadelphia won the election for President Biden. Biden acknowledged Black voters 
during his victory speech, “the African American community stood up again for me. You’ve always 
had my back, and I’ll have yours,” he said. 32

In addition to increasing government support of struggling communities and individuals through the 
ongoing pandemic, Black voters will expect this administration to encourage, model, and mandate 
an anti-racist social contract with the country that guarantees the same rights and access for Black 
Americans and for all people regardless of race or ethnic background. #BETHECHANGE
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As more Americans are awakened to the re-written history taught in schools and institutions, there 
will be those who want to make sure that they are not racist, that they do not raise racist children, 
and that they don’t tolerate racism whether in business, or among friends.  

Perhaps in this new world of clarity and understanding, including the elimination of racism will 
become possible.  

Remedies
Even in the absence of allegations, any organization that wishes to respond proactively to current 
news stories, or to show support for Black Lives Matter or other social justice movements should 
ensure that their efforts are genuine (not just meant to increase sales) and, more importantly, become 
INFORMED about the issues by the actual people, or entities, directly impacted by racism and who 
are the intended beneficiaries of the support. 

The instant and viral nature of social media stories and impressions today offer no time to backtrack 
from the unintended consequences of a poorly executed campaign. A negative meme, hashtag, or 
trend can spread globally and cause damage to a brand within a few hours. 

Times of high tension, such as the weeks immediately following the brutal George Floyd killing in 
Minnesota by four police officers, are not a time to come across as patronizing, or worse, as insulting 
or clueless about an issue. It is important to do the work of staying tuned to the facts, talking directly 
to individuals who are directly impacted by Floyd’s killing, and other victims of police brutality. 
Effective ways to support racial and social equity include: donating to organizations including Black 
Lives Matter, reading, participating in book clubs and generating conversations around books like 
Isabel Wilkerson’s brilliant book, “Caste”.  

Like and follow advocates for change in all sectors, for tech @KimCrayton, for health 
@blkwomenshealth,  for updates @blacklivesmatter on Twitter, and #BLM on any platform.  Initiate 
uncomfortable conversations in your family and with your friends. Reach out to your political leaders 
and make your voice heard.  

Let them know you intend to be part of the work it takes to dismantle racism in our lifetime.  

#BETHECHANGE
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